
	

	
4 via stampatori - 10122 torino – italia – tel. +39 011 835527 

info@giorgiopersano.org  www.giorgiopersano.org 

 

 
Mar isa  Merz  
Unt i t led ,  n .d .  
unfired clay, resin, gold paint, metal disk 
18,5 x 26,5 x 16,5 cm – disk diam.14 cm 

 

Marisa Merz  (Torino, 1926-2019). 

As the only female representative of the Arte Povera movement and a major protagonist in the Italian art scene of the 

1960s, Marisa Merz stands out for having followed her own reserved and independent artistic path.  Her museum solo 

shows include major exhibitions at the Centre Georges Pompidou - Paris (1994); Kunstmuseum Winterthur (1995 and 

2003); Stedelijk Museum - Amsterdam (1996); Galleria d'Arte Moderna Villa delle Rose - Bologna (1998); Museo MADRE 

- Naples (2007); Centre international d'art et du paysage - Ile de Vassivière (2010); Fondazione Querini Stampalia - Venice 

(2011); Fondazione Merz - Turin (2012); Serpentine Gallery - London (2013); Macro Museo d'Arte Contemporanea - Rome 

(2016). Recently, she held the solo show “The Sky Is a Great Space” at the Metropolitan Museum of Art - New York and 

the Hammer Museum - Los Angeles, in 2017, and then at the Serralves Museum of Contemporary Art - Porto, and the 

Museum der Moderne - Salzburg, in 2018; “Marisa Merz. Geometrie sconnesse palpiti geometrici” at the MASI - Lugano, 

in 2019 and “Marisa and Mario Merz. A pencil point can surpass consciousness” at the Merz Foundation - Turin, in 2021. 

After taking part in several editions of the Venice Biennale since 1972, she was awarded the Special Jury Prize in 2001 

and in 2013 she was awarded the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement. 

After 1975, the artist began sculpting a series of small heads, often roughly molded from unfired clay and sometimes 

coated with luminous pigments or gilding. Emblematic of her work, which “can be understood as a metaphor for 

endlessness, for the postponement of final shape” (R. Fuchs), her anti-monumental heads are free of all superstructure 

or contextualization and emerge from the soft and malleable material as a poetic experience acquired in its very act of 

shaping. 

 

More info at https://www.fondazionemerz.org/en/merz-archive/ 


