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Jan Dibbets       Jan Dibbets  
New Color  Studies,  MV 09,  1976-2012   I I I  Duplo  E ,  2014 
color photography on Dibond     color photography on Dibond 
250 x 125 cm      125 x 125 cm 
1/2 ex.        1/3 ex. 

 

Jan Dibbets  (Weert, Holland, 1941). Lives and works in Amsterdam and in Tuscany.  

He studied at the Academy of Art in Tilburg and was awarded the Royal Grant for Painting in 1965. In 1972 he was invited to 

Documenta V, Kassel, where he participated again in 1977, and represented the Netherlands at the 36th Venice Biennial. In 1979 he 

was awarded the Rembrandt Prize by the F.V.S. Foundation, Basel. In 1984 he began teaching at the Düsseldorf Art Academy, where 

he remained until 2005. In 1995 he received the Sikkens Prize for the design of the stained glass windows for Blois Cathedral in 

France, which were presented in 2000. His work is on display in numerous museums and private collections around the world, 

including the Stedelijk Museum - Amsterdam, Miami Art Museum, Museum of Modern Art - Oxford, Solomon R. Guggenheim 

Museum - New York, Walker Art Center - Minneapolis and the Musée d’Art Moderne de la ville de Paris. 

According to Dibbets “reality is an abstraction”, everything depends on the how, on the way we experience it. If there is no objective 

and universal reality, photography should not be understood as a documentary and neutral representation, but it always implies a 

creative dimension linked to the technical means in use in a given historical period. The two works presented in Abu Dhabi come 

from one negative of the Color Studies of 1976: the artist has enlarged it with a digital processing programme, underlining the 
primary role of technologies in the representation of what we perceive. The thematisation of the transition from analogue to digital 

images is in fact central and it is therefore a question of understanding what the perceptual effects of this transition are and to what 

kind of reality they give us access.  

 

More info at https://www.giorgiopersano.org/en/artista/jan-dibbets/ 


